
Weather Observing

Overtaken by Technology
but has it replaced  the 

Human Touch.



Coastline and County of Mayo

• 1167 KM
• Weather observers down the Years
• 20 Coastguard Stations 1823 – 1923
• Average staff: 6 men

Weather important Coastguard Stations 

1. Claggan Island 1884
2. Blacksod Point
3. Elly Bay
4. Ballyglass

Lighthouses: Average staff: 6 men (3 person rotation)

1. Clare Island 1806
2. Inishgort, Clew Bay 1927
3. Broadhaven
4. Eagle Island (East and West)
5. Blackrock
6. Blacksod

  



Met Offices

1. Belmullet        1956 – 2011  (50 Staff)
2. Claremorris     1943 – 1996 (56 staff)
3. Knock Airport 1996 –           (20 staff)

Climate Stations

1. Belacorrick Power Station
2. Creagh, Ballinrobe
3. Newport
4. Straide

Rainfall Stations 1904 –

Twenty nine in Service today

1. Westport House
2. Delphi Lodge
3. Castlebar Rectory
4. Castlemacgarrett, Claremorris
5. Ashleagh Falls, Leenaun



In 350 BC Aristotle wrote three books  
on Meteorology. Aristotle is considered the 
founder of meteorology.

One of the most impressive achievements 
described in the Meteorologica is the description 
of what is now known as the hydrologic cycle.
 



Luke Howard 1772–1864

• One of the founding father’s  
of Meteorology

• 1803: Essay on the 
Modification of Clouds

• In it he named the three 
principal categories of clouds –
Cumulus, Stratus, and Cirrus, 

• He identified the importance 
of clouds in meteorology.





Aurora and Noctilucent Cloud Observations

Aurora to the north of Knock Airport
2017

Bright Noctilucent Cloud display over 
Lough Corrib in July 2017

Aurora to the north of Knock Airport 2016Aurora from Easkey March 17th 2015



•Rear Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort  1774 –  1857

•Born in Navan on 27 May 1774

•1810:  The Admiralty gave Beaufort his first ship 
command, HMS Woolwich 

•Alexander Dalrymples wind drawings 

  
 



Foundations of Meteorology in the British Isles

1854 International Congress of 
Meteorology.

This congress agreed to an initiative to 
transmit meteorological intelligence 
via telegraph lines.

Samuel Finley Breese Morse (1791–
1872) was an American painter and 
inventor.

Developed a recording electric 
telegraph in 1837. Morse and his 
assistant developed the Morse 
code signalling alphabet.



• Commander Mathew Maury. U S Navy… 
main organiser of Brussels conference 1853

• Admiral Fitzroy…appointed head of Met 
Office 1858.



Telegraph Network 

Morse Code 
Telegraph 
Network

British Isles

Connecting 
Ireland to 
England

1858



• Weather reports from 
stations around Ireland and 
the UK for 31st July 1861.

• They include reports from 
Portrush,  Galway, Valentia 
and Queenstown (Cobh).

• The reports give the air 
pressure, temperature, wind 
direction and force 
(Beaufort), cloud cover, etc.











• Storm Barometer No.226, Ballyglass, 
Belmullet

• 26 June 1893 











Climate data for Bellacorick, Co. 
Mayo in 2009. (a) Photosynthetic 
photon flux density (PPFD; µmol 
m -2 sec -1 ), (b) monthly air 
temperature (°C) and (c) monthly 
rainfall (mm)
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